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The War Remnants Museum and
Ilts Peace Education Activities

Tran Xuan Thao

Director, The War Remnants Museum

Nguyen Tuy Van

Deputy Head, Department of Research and Collections, The War Remnants Museum

The Vietnam of the twentieth century took up
the long-term and heroic struggle against France
and America for national liberation. Hence, peace-
keeping is considered a particularly vital task for
Vietnamese people. We can show our interest and
understand the value of peace in our own ways.
Learning via museums is also a good way to learn
from the reality with visuals. Museums can play
an important role in peace education.

The Museum specializes in researching,
collecting, displaying and educating people
through remnants of the wars of aggression in
Vietnam, as well as the aspiration for peace of its
people. It has received over 17 million visitors,
overseas and domestically, for more than 43
years of development. The dark side of war is
partly reflected through documents, photos and
items at the Museum. The exhibits are not only
illustrations of Vietnamese history, people and
warfare, but also an evidence for aspiration and

hope for peace and humanity.

1. Peace education activities at
the War Remnants Museum

Visitors who come to the War Remnants

Museum are varied. However, their demands can

be characterized as follows:

— Visiting and studying the crimes and con-
sequences of the American aggression
in the Vietnam, as well as the support
of people in the world for Vietnamese
struggle against America for liberation.

— Meeting and sharing with war victims
such as former prisoners of war, veter-
ans, UXO and Agent Orange victims and
S0 on.

— Studying history and peace.

— Gaining experience at a place of enter-
tainment and so on.

— Depending on their diverse needs and
purposes, the Museum provides them

with appropriate educational activities.

1.1 Children aged 5-15

“Junior guides” is among the activities
that interest young visitors at elementary and
secondary schools the most. This extracurricular
activity is regularly organized and useful for
them. As junior guides, they can not only play but
broaden their knowledge and better their public
speaking skills as well. Additionally, they can
remember Vietnamese history with confidence,
and take greater pride in their nation’s traditions

of fighting against foreign forces.
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“My Museum” programme offers them
opportunities to exhibit part of the Museum’s items
in their own way. This activity helps stimulate
their creativity, logical thinking, team spirit and
understand professional activities in museums, as
well as memorizing the historical lessons that they
learn at school.

“Grandparents and grandchildren together go
to the Museum” brings families to the Museum.
In this trip, children can visit the Museum, and
more than just a tour, they learn true stories told
by their grandparents who experienced wartime
life, and meet with other children and their
grandparents. This event is held annually in
celebration of the Vietnamese Family Day, a way
to connect members of extended families. Not just
telling and listening to stories, three generations of
the participating families join in different activities
such as singing, and recording their memories by
making “family albums,” which help enhance
their family love and build up a beautiful and
humanitarian society.

The “GreenPainting” contesthasbeenheld every
year with various themes, including “Emotions for
the war consequences, and aspiration for peace
and friendship among nations.” The Museum has
chosen among their works and displayed them
in its exhibitions. Furthermore, the Museum has
worked with international organizations to hold
exhibitions of children’s works in many countries,
such as Denmark (Copenhagen, Aarhus), Japan
(Okinawa, Kyoto, Osaka, Kobe) the United States
(Ohio) and so on. Their sincerity is ingenuously
reflected by their simple sketches and beautiful
colors. The war is gloomy in children’s eyes. Their
antiwar message is simple but straightforward.
Their dreams of peace and friendship are pure
but strong enough to overcome all barriers of
distances, borders, skin colors, ethnic groups, etc.

The children have learned and grown up from the

contest. On the other hand, organizers and visitors
also learn a lot from their innocent pictures.
Children are scared of and hate wars, because they
understand that wars of aggression only result in
sufferings of humans, especially children. They
love peace, unity and friendship between children
worldwide; and wish a real long-lasting peace for
their country and others so that all children can
learn and play.

From this idea, since 2010, the Museum has
had a space for peace education for children called
“Dove.” There they can join in many activities like
word and picture games, drawing, etc. They can
learn about different cultures in the world, and
wear national costumes of many countries and
pose for photos. They can play games, read books
and sing songs about peace. Older children can
participate in hand-on activities to learn about the

Museum’s displays.

1.2 Adolescents aged 15-25

Vietnamese adolescents were born after the
war with no first-hand experience of losses and
sufferings of past generations during wartime. But
they nevertheless have opportunities to meet war
victims in their families as well as their community.
In their subjects at school such as history, cultural
studies, ethics, etc., or activities with associations
for Vietnamese youth like the Ho Chi Minh Young
Pioneer Organization, Ho Chi Minh Communist
Youth Union, they learn about patriotism and the
love for peace. Most of Vietnamese young people
are making every effort in their study and work
in different fields to collaboratively take their
country out of the enduring legacies bequeathed
by the war years, and build up a Vietham with
peace, integrity and development. However, there
are still those who somewhat neglect social issues,
including peace-keeping mission. Hence, to raise

their awareness of keeping peace, and attract



them to the Museum, we often actively send open
letters introducing our exhibitions to schools and
industrial zones to invite them to the Museum.

In addition, our travelling exhibitions go to
schools, cultural centres and industrial zones to
extend public knowledge, including young people
who have never come to the Museum.

Our Museum’s public activities also include
meetings between young people and war victims.
Even the most indifferent addescents were also
moved to tears when seeing malformations and
wounds of the war witnesses, listening to their
stories, holding their hands, hugging and giving
them goodbye kisses. Words from the witnesses
themselves were wholeheartedly embraced and
imprinted on their minds much better than what
they can find in books. The clever combination
between museum displays and meetings with
war witnesses with singing, dancing, introducing
wartime sketches and so on produces positive
results.

The meeting entitled “Crossing the fire” is one
of the meetings between young people and those
who once fought during the 1968 Tet Offensive.
This gave the youth a chance to talk with the
witnesses, and act as soldiers, conscripted
labourers, and medics who overcame obstacles
to help the wounded, carry ammunition and food
supplies to the battlefield. This helps young people
learn about their nation’s optimistic fighting spirit,
firm beliefs in the victory of struggle against
America, and aspiration for peace and unification.

Not only the Vietnamese but also students
from Japan, the United States, France, South Korea
and the like have visited the Museum and met and
listened to the true stories of war victims. Many
show their determination to keep peace and help
Vietnamese people in their post-war recovery. For
Vietnamese youth, the exhibitions and meetings

properly educate them not only about patriotism,

but love and sacrifice of young people in wartime
for a peaceful Vietnam.

Additionally, at the suggestion of many travel
agencies, our Museum has worked with them in
organizing peace tour in which tourists visit the
Museum and other museums and relics, and have
chances to meet war witnesses and express their
feelings for Vietnamese people during wartime
and their postwar work to cope with the aftermath
of war, and then help the Vietnamese in building
and developing their country.

The above-mentioned activities reflect the
Museum’s careful experiments in designing peace
education programs for different groups. The
Museum has learned from its previous experience,
and adjusted activities in terms of contents and
forms for the next time. By this, each of its peace
education activity not only reaches its original
aims, but becomes more diverse and profound as

well.

2. Effectiveness of peace
education activities at the
Museum:

It can be said that the War Remnants Museum
is more than than a tourists’ cultural attraction;
it is a very important and meaningful “school of
peace” for them, especially students. Its activities
have indeed won visitors’ hearts, and learning
from the Museum has produced positive outcomes
for them. It serves as a bridge between Vietnamese
veterans and their counterparts who come from
the United States and its allies that got involved in
the Vietnam War like Australia, South Korea. They
were once enemies, but today they talk, shake
hands, hug, and sing with one another as friends.

Visiting the Museum and engaging in its

activities make the visitors deeply touched and
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teach them valuable lessons in their life. This is
clearly reflected in their comments when visiting
the Museum:

We know the war through our grandmoth-
er’s stories and teachers’ lectures. But today
it is probably the first time we have felt more
strongly about what happened in the past. The
war is over, and now we are living in an in-
dependent and peaceful country. But... many
people are struggling with their pain out there.
And we ourselves, who were born and grew
up in an independent country, perhaps have
never ever understood properly what hap-
pened and what people have to suffer. Today,
with all gratitude and respect of the younger
generation, we would like to express our deep
sense of gratitude to the past generations - who
sacrificed their youth, and even their lives for
the INDEPENDENCE, and FREEDOM of their
people.

(Hoai Nhung and Vu Thu Hoang, September
2, 2016)

Our country bears the burden of devasta-
tion on its shoulders. Many people fell, and
their blood was absorbed into the ground in
their nation’s struggle for peace and liberation.
We are really moved by those who suffer from
the affects of Agent Orange. They deserve at-
tention and care from all of us.

(Quoc Bao, member of the Ho Chi Minh
Communist Youth Union, May 23, 2014)

I learned about patriotism rather than ha-
tred. What this land and its people experienced
are lessons, and memories cherished in our
mind. They cannot be touched, got rid of, and
they leave us with a feeling that cannot be de-
scribed in words....

(Nguyen Thi Tuyet Kha, May 27, 2014)

It is important to be aware that this muse-

um and all the exhibitions in here are not only

about the past, but they represent the future
and also the present. It’s our responsibility, our
understanding and humanity that can change
and avoid this horrible crime against people all
over the world.
(Alessandre, August 14, 2016)
War is the greatest tragedy of mankind. Vic-
tims of an unjust war are innocent. Let’s learn
from the past, and make sure that this is just
part of the past and should not repeat.
(Raw Mehe Lah from India, December 7, 2013)
Thank you for giving the new generation
and those from other countries the opportunity
to see the tragic effect of such a brutal war -
May we all learn and move on to make a better
society.
(Sharon W. from Melbourne, Australia,
December 2012)
Wars destroyed humanity! We are SSEAYP
family, we pray and protest against the war.
Hand-in-hand let’s make friendship and peace
in Asia and in the world.

(SSEAYP (Laos), September 25, 2005)

The Vietnamese themselves and foreigners,
with their thoughts and concerns, have provided
much practical support to Vietnamese war
victims in general and the Museum’s activities in
particular. Several veterans have performed their
penance and made apologies, and showed their
willingness to contribute to attempts to cope with
the aftermath of the Vietnam War.

Many documents and photos of the Vietnam
War and its consequences, and of the antiwar
movements of people in the world have been
donated to the Museum by veterans, peace
organizations, photographers and journalists from
countries like the United States, Japan, Australia,
and the United Kingdom, with many valuable

collections, including “Requiem” compiled by



English photojournalist and his German colleague
Horst Faas, “War and Peace: 50 Years of Vietnam”
by Japan’s Bunyo Ishikawa, “Agent Orange in the
Vietnam War” by Japan’s Goro Nakamura, “Agent
Orange: ‘Collateral Damage’ in Vietnam” by the
UK’s Philip Jones Griffiths, “Memories of War”
by Vietnam’s Chu Chi Thanh, “The Pain of the
Vietham War” by Japan’s Nishimura Yoichi and
Murayama Yasufumi, etc.

The Museum has had many opportunities to
work with universities and museums for peace in
the world which have been studying and putting
knowledge of peace education and peace studies
into practice; and attend international peace
conferences and training courses on peace and
conflict resolution of the Asian Development
Fund, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences and
Thailand’s International Intstitute of Peace and
Development Studies. The Museum has tried to
keep itself updated with new information in terms
of theory and practice from museums for peace
around the globe.

In the three consecutive years of 2012, 2013
and 2014, it was listed among TripAdvisor’s best
museums, and recently on September 8, 2018,
it was named by among the top 10 international
museums by this large travel website. Such an
achievement reflects the Museum’s endeavors,
as well as the public interest in war and peace
issues in Vietnam. The Museum has become a
school where people come to learn history and a
quite special venue for peace education. Thus, the
Vietnam War is seen and analyzed from different
perspectives. However, whatever perspectives they
are, they show one unique idea: the aspiration for
peace of all Vietnamese people.

To further promote the public’s role in the
Museum’s operations, and to make it a public
learning environment, the Museum has been

trying to explore the public’s demands and

design suitable educational programs for each
target group so as to enhance the effectiveness
of its peace education mission in the future. This
mission contributes to making up the Museum’s
character as a venue for peace, friendship and

development.
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