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Process and Meaning of Activities for Revealing Historical

Truth of No Gun Ri Massacre Occurred during the Korean
War and Restoration of Human Rights and Peace

Koodo Chung

Director, No Gun Ri Peace Memorial

1. Introduction

A historic inter-Korean summit took place at
Panmunjom on April 27, 2018. Then, a North
Korea-US summit was held in Singapore on June
12 to discuss how to denuclearize North Korea and
build up a peace system on the Korean Peninsula.
As a result, we have seen dramatic changes in the
political situation of the Korean Peninsula and the
spread of awareness “Peace is human rights” in
our society.

Many people often consider the Korean War
as a forgotten event of the past that took place
68 years ago. However, we are still in a state of
armistice since the parties of the Korean War have
never signed an agreement to terminate the war. In
our society, we still witness the scars of numerous
cases of human rights violation left behind the
Korean War. The No Gun Ri Massacre is also one
of the big scars caused by the Korean War.

‘No Gun Ri Massacre’ refers to a civilian killing
case where the US soldiers who participated in
the Korean War to help Korea massacred refugees
in the vicinity of Nogun-ri (Hwanggan-myeon,
Yeongdong-gun, Chungcheonbuk-do) during the
early days of the Korean War (four nights and five
days from July 25 to 29, 1950). According to an

article vividly written by a newspaper reporter

who witnessed the scene of the massacre, a large
number of people (maximum 400) were cruelly
massacred. That is why it is called a ‘Korean
version of the My Lai Massacre’ as a case widely
known at home and abroad for ‘violating human
rights of civilians.

It was the late Eunyong Chung, the former
President of the Association of Bereaved Families
of No Gun Ri Incident that initiated the activities
for revealing the truth of the No Gun Ri Massacre.
At that time, he lost his five-year old son and
two-year old daughter due to the massacre and
his wife was also seriously wounded. Back in
October, 1960, he submitted a petition to a US
claims office in Seoul that was operated by the
US government for the US soldiers in Korea. In
that petition, he thoroughly described how the No
Gun Ri Massacre took place and defined it as a
‘war crime’ in terms of international law, thereby
asking for an ‘official apology and compensation
from the US government. Indeed, the submission
of this petition letter was the first flare that
signalled a ‘war for human rights’ against the US
government that would last for over half a century.
Unfortunately, however, the US clams office just
replied that ‘it missed a deadline and could not be
answered.

What’s worse, a military regime seized power
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in the following year due to the May 16 military
coup of 1961. Still, the late President Chung
didn’t give up his efforts and tried to find another
approach by publishing a medium-length non-
fiction novel about the No Gun Ri Massacre, ‘The
abandoned’ in the November volume of Monthly
Korean Literature in 1977. He had no choice but to
do this because it was a taboo to talk about things
that could make the US uncomfortable under the
military regime. Even after that, he also spent
another 10 years to work on a full-length novel
about the massacre from the end of the 1980s.
One day, in spring of 1991, I happened to read
scripts piled up on a desk that my father, Eunyong

Chung wrote to speak of the massacre.

In late July, 1950, a US military plane indis-
criminately bombed a large group of refugees
of 500 to 600 on the railway of Gyeongbu-line
at that time so that about 100 were instantly
killed there. Furthermore, the soldiers of the
7th Calvary Regiment (of the 1st Calvary Divi-
sion) forced the refugees who survived the air
attack to stay inside the Twin Tunnels Bridge
for about 70 hours (3 nights and 4 days) de-
spite the scorching summer weather and cru-
elly killed the innocent and unarmed civilians
with machine guns and rifles. Those who sur-
vived the shootings had to pile up dead bodies
as a barricade to survive and had to drink wa-

ter flooded with the blood of the victims.

It is true that the massacre occurred in the
middle of the war. Still, human rights of the
victims were trampled in an unspeakable way. We
were not the only victim family of the No Gun Ri
Massacre. There were so many people who lost
their loved ones. There were many families whose
entire family members were cruelly killed. It was

like ‘human hunting’ against the children, elderly

and women who tried to flee toward the south to
seek for freedom. They didn’t have any intention
or power to kill or threat the US soldiers. Thus,
my father wanted to speak out about the human
rights infringement against the refugees.

I was shocked and outraged to know the cruel

killings of the US soldiers and cried with anger.

2. | Helped My Father Write a Full-
Length Nonfiction Novel.

Back then, I was supposed to write a thesis
to finish my Ph.D. course at a graduate school.
While reading my father’s scripts, however, I was
deeply caught by the sorrows of my parents who
lost their children and also the scars of the Korean
War, a fratricidal war. Thus, I decided to delay
my Ph.D. thesis and help my father finish his
novel. For about two years and a half, I collected
materials that could help my father write his novel
and also helped my father revise his scripts about
10 times. My father and I also spent a lot of time to
discuss sensitive issues that could trigger debates
while writing the novel.

After my father finished his novel, I met many
publishers including Koryeowon and Hangilsa to
find one that could publish his novel. However,
I was rejected every time. Because my father’s
novel talked about sensitive issues like the No
Gun Ri Massacre, especially under the Roh’s
administration, most of publishers didn’t want to
publish such a debatable book under the Roh’s
administration. Indeed, it was hard to expect
mature democracy when the former President Roh
(Roh, Taewoo) who used to be a general in the
army took power and the 6th Republic of Korea
began. Finally, after going through such ups and
downs, my father’s novel, ‘Do You Know Our

Pain?’ came to be published in April, 1994.



3. | Established a Committee
for the Victims and Started
Activities to Reveal the Truth
of the Massacre.

On the occasion of the publication of the novel,
my father and I hurried to establish a ‘committee
for the No Gun Ri victims massacred by the US
soldiers (hereinafter referred to as a committee
for the victims). In June 1994, only five people
gathered together and established the committee.
In fact, many of the victims were afraid to join
the committee and sarcastically said “fighting
against not only the Korean government but also
the US government, the super power of the world
wouldn’t be easy.”

Even my father said to me “doing the activities
regarding the No Gun Ri Massacre in Korea would
be dangerous and you’d better step out.” Everyone
in the committee for the victims was pretty old
except me so that I couldn’t step out. My father
was right in saying such things to me. When I
visited the US with other committee members, I
could feel that the US intelligence agencies were
following me. Even in Korea, I was always under
the surveillance of several intelligence agencies
and had to live under anxiety and threat for many
years.

My father became the president of the
committee and I decided to become a spokesperson
and a member in charge of planning. As the first
thing to do, the committee for the victims visited
the US embassy in Seoul, Korea and submitted
a petition letter. In the beginning, the embassy
didn’t even open the door for us. Thus, our
committee tried very hard to resolve our case
by submitting about 20 petition letters to then
President Kim (Kim, Yeongsam), the leaders of the
parties of the National Assembly, the former US

President Clinton and the presidents of the Senate

and House. As for the Kim administration, which
was called as a ‘civilian government, it sent out
our petition letters to the Ministry of Defense and
the Korean Ministry of Defense later forwarded
the letters again to the 8th headquarters of the US.
It was like setting the fox to keep the geese. The
US government, and the Senate and House didn’t
even give us any reply.

However, the committee members didn’t give
up there and kept asking the US government to
investigate into the facts of the massacre through
the US Christian Church Association (NCCC-
USA) in 1997. At that time, the US government
responded by saying lies, “There were no US
soldiers at the scene during the No Gun Ri
Massacre.” Thus, we provided the US government
with evidential records stored in the US National
Archives that proved the US soldiers were there
at the scene. This time, however, it answered
“Although the soldiers were there, there is no
information they were involved in the massacre.”
That is why I started activities to promote the No
Gun Ri Massacre to the press at home and abroad
and also to study our case in an academic way.
Because the US government denied the existence
of the massacre itself, I concluded studying our
case in an academic way would help the truth be
clarified.

Thus, T suggested Prof. Byeongsoo Choi of
Chungbuk University co-study our case. As a
result, we published the first academic paper on the
No Gun Ri Massacre through the circles of history
scholars in February, 1999. Seven months later, the
AP report team published their investigative report
on the No Gun Ri Massacre. Of course, I provided
the AP team with my study paper before their
publication. Then, I also published a joint-study
paper on the No Gun Ri Massacre which discussed
why the US government should be responsible for

the massacre in terms of international law. These
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activities helped me prepare a war for human
rights against the US in an active and systematic

way.

4. AP’s Investigative Report
and both the US and Korean
Governments’ Investigation
into the Massacre

I worked really hard to find new evidentiary
documents related to the No Gun Ri Massacre.
Whenever I found new records, I provided Korean
and foreign reporters with new records for about 4
years. Thanks to my constant efforts, the No Gun
Ri Massacre became known to the world. Finally,
in March 1998, the AP started its investigation
into our case. Thus, my father and I did our best
to help them to investigate the No Gun Ri case
by providing them with the novels about the No
Gun Ri Massacre and relevant records and history
papers that the US National Archives and Records
Administration had.

In late September, 1999, the AP published its
investigative report on the No Gun Ri Massacre
in the end thanks to the incessant activities of
the surviving victims. Along with the materials
the committee for the victims provided, the AP
team secured new war-history records regarding
the No Gun Ri Massacre and testimonies of the
US veterans who participated in the Korean War.
Finally, major news and press outlets in the US
including the NY Times, Washington Post, CNN,
NBC and ABC made their headlines with the No
Gun Ri case. In Korea as well, every broadcasting
and newspaper companies reported the No Gun Ri
Massacre as a top news.

Then, a lot of civilian killing cases committed
by the US soldiers across the nation (bombing

cases in Gokan-ri, Masan, Gyeongnam/ Sanseong-

dong, Yecheon, Gyeongbuk/ Waegwan Bridge,
Goryeong, Gyeongbuk/ Iksan Station, Jeonbuk/
Gokgye Cave, Danyang, Chungbuk) came to the
surface. Within a very short time, victims of these
cases started to open their mouth so that about
60 civilian killing cases caused by the US soldiers
were reported one after another. !

Later on, other civilian killing cases committed
by Korean and North Korean soldiers were also
reported through the media and press at home
and abroad, which brought a keen attention
of the Korean people. I believe the victims and
bereaved families of these cases were affected by
our activities (of the committee for the No Gun
Ri victims) and they stared establishing their own
committees for figuring out the truth of their cases.

During this chain of activities, the No gun Ri
case didn’t stop just being a tragic event of the war
or personal memories of the victims but became
a new value for anti-war and peace messages. In
addition, it became appraised as a case to teach
the need for protecting and enhancing human
rights in the world.

As the No Gun Ri Massacre became a
representative case of human rights infringement
not onlyin Korea and the US but alsoin international
society, both the US and Korean governments felt
pressured and started a fact-finding investigation
into the No Gun Ri case in early October, 1999.
Both countries appointed high-ranking officials
as a head of each investigation team. The Korean
government appointed the head of the Office
for Government Policy Coordination and the US
government appointed Defense Secretary William
respectively to lead their investigation team. Both
governments also set up a fact-finding investigation
department under the team to investigate facts of
the case. On the side of the Korean fact-finding
investigation department, a policy adviser of

the Defense Ministry led the investigation from



October, 1999. Since the start of the investigation,
about 12,700 were mobilized to review about 865
documents, to listen to testimonies of about 144
surviving victims, reporters and witnesses and to
do field studies 9 times for about 15 months.

On the side of the US fact-finding investigation
department, Lieutenant General Michael Ackerman,
the Army’s inspector general, was appointed
to lead the department, which reviewed about
1 million documents regarding the Korean War
stored in 6 institutions including the US National
Archives and Records Administration Agency in
Maryland, Missouri and Kansas and provided the
Korean department with 490 documents (including
testimonies). The US government traced about
7,000 veterans who participated in the Korean War
across the nation and listened to testimonies of
175 veterans (about 6,500 pages). Both countries
shared the testimonies (of 44 Koreans and of 175
Americans).? Likewise, it’s not an exaggeration to
say that both countries waged a war of records
against each other to restore correct memories of
the case during the investigation of the No Gun Ri
Massacre.

In the early months of the investigation, the
US government promised it would investigate
other cases committed by the US soldiers during
the Korean War. Three months later in January,
2000, however, it withdrew its promise by
saying there would be no further investigation.
The US government changed its attitude. There
came another serious problem. In fact, to do
investigation thoroughly, it was important for the
Korean government to receive relevant military
documents from the US military. Because the US
government worried the investigation of the No
Gun Ri case would trigger other cases to be issues,
it didn’t provide core documents to the Korean
government. Indeed, to the US government, the

No Gun Ri Massacre was just a part of shameful

memories of the past and it did want to minimize
the truth of the case. Throughout the investigation
period, the US government didn’t show a strong
will to correctly investigate the facts of the case
and just wanted to scale down the truth.

To deal with this situation, the committee for
the victims launched street demonstrations in
Seoul, visited the US embassy in Korea to protest,
visited the Pentagon and met high-ranking officials
there, sent petitions to the US President and heads
of the Senate and House, held press conferences
twice at National Press Club in Washington, US,
and urged the Korean National Assembly to adopt
a ‘resolution to push the US government to resolve
the No Gun Ri case’

In February, 2000, I opened a research
institution (No Gun Ri Peace Research Center) to
study historical truth of the No Gun Ri Massacre in
an academic way and to extend its value for peace
and human rights by gathering Korean and foreign
scholars. In the beginning of the establishment of
this research center, I tried to focus on studying
the facts of the No Gun Ri case and the US’s legal
responsibility in terms of international law. Later,
I expanded my study into peace and human rights
and also published various research books.

When the two countries went through
difficult times during the investigation, some
political parties, people and media and press in
Korea accused the committee for the No Gun Ri
victims of doing anti-US activities and speaking
uncomfortable truth to the US that helped Korean
people during the Korean War. It made the hearts
of the victims broken. Since the Korean Peninsula
was divided by the 38th parallel, more than 70
years have passed. So far, the progressive and
the conservative in Korean society have kept
confronting each other ideologically. That is why I
believe many hardly see the No Gun Ri case as an

‘issue for restoring infringed human rights.
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5. US President Clinton Finally
Announced a Statement of
Regret.

Although the committee for the victims worked
really hard in various ways, the US government
wrapped up its investigation by concluding that
the No Gun Ri Massacre took place but there
was no intentional order of shooting. After 50
years of the massacre, both the US and Korean
governments finished a year and three-month
long joint-investigation in January 12, 2001.
With this, the then President Clinton announced
a statement of regret toward the victims of the
No Gun Ri Massacre and Korean people. The
Korean government called it a very exceptional
event.” Prof. Manyeol Lee who used to be a chair
of the history book compilation, described in his
paper that Korea and the US waged a history war.
The statement went only so far, not mentioning
‘apology. However, the statement of regret itself
was like a victory of a history war waged between
the committee for the victims like David and the
US like Goliath in the Bible. Thus, for the No
Gun Ri victims, it was a very meaningful victory
achieved after a long war they waged for more
than half a century to win the truth and restore
their human rights.

The US, as a police country of the world, has
carried out various wars in the world including
Vietnam War, Iraqi War and Afghanistan War.
During the Korean War, about 120 cases like the
one occurred in Nogeun-ri were committed by
the US soldiers in Korea. A large number of cases
were also committed by the US soldiers in other
wars. Still, any statement of regret or apology
by the incumbent US President never came out
in relation with these cases committed by the US
soldiers. Thus, what the victims of the No Gun Ri

Massacre achieved is a remarkable precedent that

should be correctly appraised in terms of Korea-
US relations and human rights history.

When the US government issued a statement
of regret on January 12, 2001, it promised it would
provide the children of the victims of the case with
2.8 million dollars for scholarship and establish
a monument for the victims with an estimated
budget of 1.18 million dollars. In fact, any of both
countries never asked what the victims of the
No Gun Ri case wanted to receive as follow-up
measures. Thus, I though the purpose and target
of the follow-up measure decided unilaterally was
very unreasonable.

The US government never conducted a separate
investigation into other US military-related cases
except the No Gun Ri case. Therefore, it doesn’t
make sense that the US government tried to carry
out a memorial project to build a monument and
scholarship fund for the victims of all the cases
committed by the US soldiers during the Korean
War. Pointing out the very fact that the US never
investigated other similar cases, the victims of the
No Gun Ri Massacre asked the US government to
limit the target of its memorial project to the No
Gun Ri case through the Korean government. The
final answer we heard from the Korean government
is that it kept asking the US government to change
its memorial project for more than two years but
was rejected.

Unfortunately, the US government rejected
such a request of the victims and the budget of
about 4 million dollars set aside for this project was
cancelled and returned to the treasury of the US
government on June 30, 2007. The reason why the
committee for the victims decided to make such a
request was because victims of other similar cases
would lose a chance to ask for the restoration of
their human rights and compensation in that way.
I still believe rejecting such unreasonable follow-

up measures was a very good thing to do. It’s a



shame that the US government tried to enforce
such an unreasonable project only for their own
national interest and the Korean government just
agreed to it without asking an intention of the
victims, thus ignoring their human rights and
right for compensation.

Although both the Korean and US governments
announced a result of their fact-finding
investigation in January, 2001, a review for the
victims whose claims were received in 1999 was
delayed. Thus, the victims of the No Gun Ri
case repeated asking the Korean government to
conduct review on their cases and give meaningful
follow-up measures and compensation. However,
the Korean government showed only a lukewarm

response.

6. Establishment of No Gun Ri
Special Act and No Gun Ri
Peace Park

In October, 2002, the late Eunyong Chung, the
then President of Bereaved Families submitted
a petition for the legislation of ‘Special Act
for Reinvestigation of No Gun Ri Incident and
Compensation.” In the following two years, we,
including the surviving victims and bereaved
families, launched various activities to ask for
the legislation of the No Gun Ri Special Act by
visiting the National Assembly and meeting the
members of the ruling and opposition parties
numerous times and by promoting the need for
the legislation to the media and press.

In fact, the Korean government opposed the
legislation of the Special Act for the reinvestigation
of the case and compensation. Thus, the
committee for the victims devoted their work and
heart for the legislation so that the members of

the National Assembly slowly sympathized with

the need for the legislation. Finally on February
9, 2004, through a continued negotiation between
the National Assembly and the government, a
legislation, newly named as a < Special Act for
Review of No Gun Ri Victims and Restoration
of Their Honor > was unanimously enacted by
legislators to conduct reviews of the victims
whose cases were not investigated during the
joint-investigation of both governments from 1999
to 2001 and to restore the honor of the bereaved
families.

Thus, I'd like to say the enactment of the No
Gun Ri Special Act is an achievement of the sweat
and tears of the victims and bereaved families
who continuously worked for the truth of their
case and the restoration of their honor for about
40 years. On the part of the government and
National Assembly, I believe it brought another
step forward a bright future to put the dark history
behind and restore human rights.

After and thanks to the legislation of the No Gun
Ri Special Act, many people, the victims of other
cases of the past history, requested to legislate a
special act for their own cases which led to the
legislation of <Fundamental Law on Resolution
of Past Cases for Truth and Reconciliation>. In
this sense, I can say the No Gun Ri case opened
the gate for such legislation.

Based on the No Gun Ri Special Act, the
Korean government established a ‘Committee for
Review of No Gun Ri Victims and Restoration of
Their Honor’ with the chair of a prime minister
to deal with the No Gun Ri case in terms of
human rights and peace. For this committee, I
and the late President Eunyong Chung and many
of other surviving victims and bereaved families
actively joined it as special members and played
an important role in carrying out the Special Act.

One of the first activities carried out by this No

Gun Ri Special Act was to review the cases of the
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victims twice in 2005 and 2008 and to confirm that
226 were the victims of the No Gun Ri Massacre
(150 dead, 13 missing, 63 disabled) and 2,240 were
the bereaved families.” According to the numbers
confirmed by the Korean government, 72% of the
victims of the No Gun Ri Massacre were women,
children and the elderly, which clearly tells that
the No Gun Ri Massacre was a serious human
rights violation case.

Although this decision of confirming the status
of victims and bereaved families of the No Gun Ri
Massacre was made 50 years after the occurrence
of the massacre, it is very meaningful in a sense
that the Korean government officially admitted
the existence of the massacre and victims by law.
Furthermore, it is significant to note the souls and
scars of the victims that went through a thorny
path for the truth for many decades were belatedly
comforted that way.

During the process of establishing the No Gun
Ri Peace Park, I and the representatives of the
committee members actively participated in the
process. As a result, the No Gun Ri Peace Park
was completed in late October, 2011 in the area
of 132,240m? at the very scene of the No Gun Ri
Massacre. It took 5 years since the start of the
construction in 2006. Within the Park, visitors can
vividly see the memories of the past by visiting
the Twin Tunnels Bridge and also the No Gun
Ri Peace Memorial. The Park also houses an
education building for human rights and peace
education and memorial tower for the victims. In
2012, about 50,000 visited the No Gun Ri Peace
Park from home and abroad and the number of
visitors increased to 106,000 in 2013. By the end of

2018, it is expected to see around 160,000 visitors.

7. Activities for Enhancement of
Human Rights and Peace, Core
Values of No Gun Ri Incident

With the establishment of the No Gun Ri Peace
Park, ‘No Gun Ri International Peace Foundation
(Chairman Koodo Chung)’ was created in 2012.
Since its establishment, it has been consigned to
operate the No Gun Ri Peace Park by the Korean
government. Most of all, I'd like to introduce some
programs of the No Gun Ri Peace Memorial, which
is a core facility of the Park, we have adopted to
promote peace and human rights, the core values
of No Gun Ri.

First, the Foundation hosts ‘No Gun Ri Peace
Academy for World University Students’ at No
Gun Ri every hear by inviting university students
from various countries around the world to
nurture them as human rights and peace leaders
for the future. For the last couple of years, it held
this Peace Academy in close cooperation with
Ritsumeikan University and this year’s Peace
Academy was the 11th one.

Second, the Foundation has acknowledged
individuals and organizations who contributed to
the enhancement of human rights and peace at
home and abroad by awarding ‘No Gun Ri Peace
Prize’ since 2008. In October, 2018, it held the
11th No Gun Ri Peace Prize Award Ceremony,
thus making it an important event that symbolizes
the value of No Gun Ri. Other than these, a
variety of events including ‘No Gun Ri Discussion
Competition for Human Rights,” ‘No Gun Ri Essay
Contest’ and ‘No Gun Ri Peace Calligraphy Contest’
are held at the No Gun Ri Peace Park throughout
the year. Thus, I’d like to say that the No Gun Ri
Peace Park has become a place for human rights

and peace education.

The Defense Ministry in Korea dispatches



Korean troops to troubled parts of the world to keep
world peace as a part of the UN forces. In 2012,
the No Gun Ri Peace Memorial made a request
to the head of Military Research Institute, Army
Headquarters that the No Gun Ri case should be
taught to the Korean soldiers dispatched to other
countries to prevent a similar case from taking
place. As a result, the Military Research Institute
of the Army Headquarters published a book titled
‘the Korean War and Militia Operations’ in 2012
and it spared about 100 pages to describe the No
Gun Ri Incident in that book.

In 2011, I participated in the 7th INMP
(International Network of Museums for Peace)
International Conference which was held in
Barcelona, Spain to promote ‘human rights and
peace, the core value of the No Gun Ri Incident
internationally and to strengthen an international
network. Furthermore, I also succeeded in
hosting the 8th INMP International Conference
in Korea. Thus, after three years of preparation,
we successfully held the 8th INMP International
Conference at No Gun Ri Peace Park in September,
2014 where about 200 participants from 35
countries gathered together. In particular, I'd like
to emphasize that this successful result of the
conference was only possible thanks to hard work
and close cooperation of Dr. Ikuro Anzai (General
Coordinator of INMP), Prof. Kazuyo Yamane and
Prof. Ryotaro Katsura who dearly love peace.

I, as a representative of the committee for
the victims and Chairman of the No Gun Ri
International Peace Foundation, also spent two
years to discuss our case with Cayuga-Syracuse
Presbytery under the US Presbyterian Church
Association and a general assembly of the
Association came up with a resolution to give an
apology for the victims of the No Gun Ri Massacre
on June 25, 2016. It also made a resolution to send

a letter of recommendation to ask for an official

apology and compensation to the US government
and the leaders of the Senate and House. According
to this resolution, Secretary Herbert Nelson and 17
pastors of the US Presbyterian Church Association
sent the recommendation letter to US President
Trump and the leaderss of the Senate and House
in 2017.

In early November, 2017, Secretary Herbert
Nelson and 17 pastors of the US Presbyterian
Church Association visited the No Gun Ri Peace
Park and had a service together for healing and
reconciliation. They also had a time of silence in
memory of the victims of the No Gun Ri Massacre
before the memorial tower within the Park and
planted a tree to pray for peace on the Korean
Peninsula. Through these activities, I believe the
US Presbyterian Church Association made a good
example of practicing something meaningful for
the ‘restoration of human rights’ despite the fact
that the US government disregarded the follow-
up measures it promised for the victims and did
nothing for them.

The year 2020 will mark the 70th anniversary
of the Korean War and the No Gun Ri Massacre.
Thus, the No Gun Ri International Peace
Foundation suggested to the Planning and Advisory
Committee for Government Affairs of the Moon
administration that it include ‘No Gun Ri Global
Peace Forum’ among the 100 National Agenda in
2017 and the Korean government decided to adopt
it as a sub-assignment of the 3rd Agenda, ‘Past
History Issue.’

To this end, the No Gun Ri Peace Memorial
has been discussing how to host ‘No Gun Ri
Global Forum’ and other events to commemorate
the 70th anniversary of the No Gun Ri Massacre
in close cooperation with the central and local
governments. If our preparation for these 70th
anniversary events goes well, I expect we can hold

a big-scale international peace conference where
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directors of human rights and peace museums,
peace study professors and peace activists can get
together from more than 50 countries especially in
Asia and the world.

In particular, I'm planning and hoping to open
a ceremony to launch ‘Asia-Pacific Network of
Museums for Peace (APNMP) during this ‘No
Gun Ri Global Forum. Furthermore, we expect to
hold various peace events like No Gun Ri Peace
Park Pilgrimage Program, Peace Marathon, Peace
Music Concert, etc.

Most of all, we are planning to hold ‘Worship
Service for Memory and Reconciliation’ in
Washington by inviting the No Gun Ri victims and
the US veterans and having them meet together,
and to hold exhibitions to show No Gun Ri-related
photos, cartoons and documents and an academic
conference for Peace between Korea and US.

By holding these events successfully to mark
the 70th anniversary, I hope and believe we can
greatly comfort the victims of the No Gun Ri
Massacre and bring an opportunity to heal their
scars. Moreover, it will bring a chance for the
No Gun Ri Peace Memorial to become a global
institution promoting human rights and peace not
only in Asia but also in the world. Furthermore, it
will lead to a chance to bring peace on the Korean
Peninsula where people are still suffering from the
scars of the Korean War. Indeed, I do hope that
we can send a message for peace to the Northeast

Asian countries and the world.

8. Closing Remarks

Again, the No Gun Ri Massacre is a historic
case occurred between Korea and the US and,
at the same time, an important case in terms of
continuing and developing Korea-US relationship.

In this sense, it is not only an issue for the victims

of the No Gun Ri Massacre but also a historic issue
for the entire nation in Korea and the US.

As I explained before, however, we are
still seeing ideological conflicts between the
conservative and progressive in our society
especially as we have failed to see the declaration
of the end of the war on the Korean Peninsula.
Therefore, I'd like to say that we have contributed
to persuade people to see the No Gun Ri case as
an issue for human rights rather than as an issue
for anti-US messages or ideological conflicts.

As a result of decades-long dedication of the
victims, it left an important lesson that “the life
of civilians should be protected even during the
war.” It also helped people in Korea and the world
to reconfirm the need for protecting human rights
(right to life) and enhancing anti-war and peace
messages.

We have put a lot of efforts to make the No Gun
Ri Peace Memorial as a place of education to teach
the value of human rights and peace not only for
Korean people but also for everyone in the world
by inviting people to visit the very site of the No
Gun Ri Massacre, the symbolic human rights
violation case occurred during the Korean War
and the No Gun Ri Peace Park. To this end, I have
no doubt the No Gun Ri Peace Memorial should
closely work together with international peace
organizations, peace study professors and peace
activists. Only when we succeed in strengthening
an international network, it will develop into a
symbolic place for human rights and peace that
can make us repent the past history and hope for
a bright future.

Last August 1, 2014, the President Eunyong
Chug, my father and old friend who fought with
me for about 20 years, passed away. The major
news media and press at home and abroad
including the AP published my father’s obituary.

In particular, the New York Times spared half



a page to describe his life. In December of that
year, ABC News selected 67 people, who spent an
entire life doing something valuable and passed
away in 2014. Among the 67, it made a special
report about the two and my father was one of
them, which I believe was possible since my
father spent more than half a century to work for
the restoration of human rights and realization of
social justice. Unless my father spent many years
to write his novel on the No Gun Ri Massacre, it
could have not been known to the world. Unless
hundreds of innocent people were sacrificed
and my father sacrificed his whole life to restore
their truth and human rights, it could have been
impossible for us to see the No Gun Ri Peace Park
of today. Therefore, I’d like to emphasize that “the
restoration of human rights and enhancement of
peace cannot be achieved for nothing. It can be
achieved only with the sweats and tears of many
people.

My mother is now 93 years old and she is the
oldest among the surviving victims of the No Gun
Ri Massacre. Even 68 years already passed after
the massacre, she is still suffering from the trauma
of the past, which shows how long the trauma
of the war lasts. It also shows the reason why
another war should not occur not only in Korea
but also in any parts of the world. This is a true
example that reminds us of the cruelty of the war
and teaches us to work for peace not to repeat any
war. It clearly shows us that peace, not a war, is
the only way for us to keep human rights.

Lastly, I’d like to wrap up my paper by leaving
two sentences that are inscribed on the wall of
the entrance of the No Gun Ri Peace Memorial
for visitors. The restoration of human rights is the
fruit of sweat and sacrifice of so many people.

Peace is given to those who strive to cherish it.

Notes

1)

2)

3)

4)

Truth and Reconciliation Commission was established and
operated from December, 2005 to December, 2010 based
on [Basic Law on Correction of Past History for Truth
and Reconciliation]. This Commission received about 120
civilian killing cases committed by the US soldiers for
fact-finding investigation.

Page 2, [Explanation Report for Fact Finding Investigation
on No Gun Ri Massacre and Follow-up Measures], Office
for Government Policy Coordination, January, 2001.

Page 209-213, [No Gun Ri Materials], Office for
Government Policy Coordination.

The actual number of the No Gun Ri victims is more than
226. Since the investigation itself was conducted more
than 55 years after its occurrence, many of the surviving
victims passed away and it was hard to find people who
could testify for those who were sacrificed during the
massacre. In addition, it was very hard to confirm the
identity of the refugees who came from villages other
than Jugok-ri and Imgye-ri where most of the No Gun
Ri victims came from. On top of that, the review criteria
set by the No Gun Ri Special Act was so strict that
many just couldn’t meet the criteria to be qualified as
victims. According to an article from Choseon People’s
Daily written right after the occurrence of the No Gun Ri
Massacre, it is said that more than 400 were Killed.
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