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Renkei Pax Workshop: ‘Emancipating the
Mind: History, Politics and Heritage’, 17-26
August 2017, University of Liverpool, UK

FRENCH Thomas, Associate Professor of College
of International Relations, Ritsumeikan
University

This August the second stage of the Renkei Pax School
workshop was held at the University of Liverpool, in
association with International Slavery Museum. The
workshop formed the UK leg of the set of two workshops,
the first of which was hosted at Ritsumeikan’s Peace
Museum last year. As in the previous workshop the
participants consisted of graduate students from the six UK
and six Japanese universities which form the Renkei group.
Faculty from both Ritsumeikan and Liverpool also hosted

lectures during the workshop.

On August 17th students visited the International Slavery
Museum and the Quaker Meeting House and had a lecture
from Professor Ana Lucia Araujo (Howard University) on the
topic of “Memory, History, and Heritage of Slavery: Lessons
of an Unfinished Past”. The following day Professor Araujo
also talked about the representation of slavery in museums
and public spaces, alongside two museum curators,
Francoise McClafferty and Jean-Francois Manicom. A
further lecture was given that day by Dr. Alex Balch (the
host of the workshop) and Professor Gary Craig (Newcastle

University) on “Anti-slavery, heritage and development”.

The following day field trips to the Imperial War Museum in
Manchester and the city of Lancaster were conducted and
the students attended additional lectures. The next few
days saw students attend multiple workshops and lectures
by guest speakers on ‘dark tourism’, racism, memory, and
the historical and contemporary slave trade. On August
23rd the students also attended Slavery Remembrance Day
in Liverpool, participating in various events and visiting a

special exhibition in the Slavery Museum.
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Slavery Remembrance Day in Liverpool

The final few days of the workshop saw the students begin
to share ideas about research outputs and future projects
as well as attending various further workshops and events.
On Thursday 24th August a session was led by Dr. Thomas
French and Dr. Sumiyo Nishizaki (Ritsumeikan University)
which focused on the Japanese Empire’s rise and fall and its
legacies in the modern world. The session also included a
presentation by Dr. Cheryl Hudson (University of Liverpool)

on US-Japanese relations and the 1924 Immigration Act.

The final full day of the program included further
workshops and a keynote speech by the multi-award
winning writer and film director Amma Asante. The
workshop closed with a final field trip to the Musuem of
London Docklands and a farewell dinner. As the Renkei
program evolves in the future this workshop will serve as a
good example of successful UK-Japan research partnership

on peace related issues at the graduate level.
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