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July 25, 2017

Statement of the Director and the Honorary Director of Kyoto
Museum for World Peace, Ritsumeikan University,

On the Adoption of the Nuclear Weapons Convention by the United Nations

Monte Cassim, Director, and Ikuro Anzai, Honorary Director

Kyoto Museum for World Peace, Ritsumeikan University

On the 7th of July, 2017, the Nuclear Weapons Convention was adopted by a United Nations
negotiation committee, with 122 votes in favor, 1 against and 1 abstention out of 193 member states.
The convention clearly noted the “unacceptable pain and damage of the Hibakusha (A-bomb
survivors)”, and not only comprehensively demanded the banning of the development, testing,
production, manufacturing, acquisition, possession, stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons, but also
prohibited the threat of their use, which would necessarily lead to the negation of the increasingly
false concept of nuclear deterrence.

The Kyoto Museum for World Peace, Ritumeikan University, which has been pursuing values of
a nuclear free and peaceful world, welcomes all initiatives for the adoption of this convention, and
highly evaluates endeavors made by Ms. Izumi Nakamitsu, Under-Secretary-General of the United
Nations of Disarmament Affairs. We also express our respect and appreciation to the A-bomb
survivors who have consistently been playing an important role in disseminating the negation of
nuclear weaponry by vividly expressing their unutterable experiences which were a result of the
use of nuclear weapons.

On the other hand, we express our deep regret over the fact that nuclear weapon states such as
U.S., Russia, UK., France and China together with about 40 countries, including those of the EU and
Japan which live under an imagined “nuclear umbrella,” did not take part in the negotiations. In
particular, we express our serious concern about the nonparticipation of the government of Japan,
the only country to experience an atomic bombing.

The Nuclear Weapons Convention is going to be signed from the 20th of September, 2017, and
will go into effect 90 days after that date when 50 nations will have signed. The convention is
undoubtedly a significant intention of the international community to illegalize the use or the threat
of use of nuclear weapons. It is open to all nations, and we expect nuclear weapon states and the
nations under their nuclear umbrella to join the convention in the nearest future.

Ritsumeikan University, as an institute of education and research, pledges to promote peace,
democracy and sustainable development in Japan and throughout the world, in keeping with the
spirit of Ritsumeikan Charter. As part of this endeavor, the Kyoto Museum for World Peace has
followed the precepts of the charter for over a quarter of a century in cooperation with citizens of
Japan and other countries, and has been visited by more than one million people. Just introducing
activities in the past two years, we organized a number of events related to nuclear issues including
spring and autumn special exhibitions in 2015 and 2016, the 10th anniversary exhibition of “Atelier of
Life” (Kyoto Annex of the Fallen Art Students “Mugonkan” attached to our museum), lecture

meeting of the Committee of Seven to Appeal for World Peace, World Press Photo Exhibition,
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Saturday Public Lectures, and a summer seminar ‘RENKEI PAX SCHOOL 2016 participated by
graduate students from 15 different countries.

Recognizing that the city of Kyoto was once the first target of an atomic bombing, the museum
will continue to appeal for the significance of a nuclear—-free world through our permanent exhibition,
special exhibitions, workshops, and other activities in collaboration with Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum and Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum, all of which are affiliates of Association of Japanese
Museums for Peace. Ritsumeikan University recently established a “Peace Education and Research
Institute” at our peace museum which plans as one of its central activities, conducting research, to
develop education for a nuclear-free world in partnership with Ritsumeikan APU, Ritsumeikan-
affiliated primary and secondary schools, as well as other educational and research institutions at
home and abroad.

Former Visiting Professor Mr. Yasushi Akashi, former Under-Secretary-General of the United
Nations, once said at a UN. conference for disarmament held in Kyoto, “An ideal today will become a
reality tomorrow.” Adoption of the Nuclear Weapons Convention indicates that the abolition of
nuclear weapons is not a dream in the remote future but a reality just before us. We will continue
our efforts by further deepening our recognition of the substantial role of peace museums in realizing

a nuclear-free world.
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